SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT

Faith Formation & Youth Minzstry

Elementary Faith Formation Sessions (grades K-5) -
MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR:
¢ Elem. Faith Formation - Feb 28 at 9:45AM
at the Parish Center; March 7 Session - We Pray
During Lent

Youth Night (Gr. 6+)
MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR:

¢ Youth Night - March 3 - We Pray During Lent;
March 10 & 17 from 7-8:15PM
¢ Confirmation Retreat - March 13-14.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Friday Nights in Lent
7:00PM
St. Vincent’s Grotto
(corner of Yates & Ontario Sts)

PARISH REGISTRATION & UPDATE ~ If you haven’t
recently filled out a parish registration form, please find one
at the church entrances, fill it out & return it ASAP. Or
contact us by email (stvincentalbany@nycap.rr.com )to
request the form. We are getting ready to input this
information in a new database. But the new data base is not
compatible with the old one so we are starting “from scratch”
so to speak. WE REALLY NEED YOUR
COOPERATION. Thank you.

VIRTUS TRAINING DATE ~ Part 2 - February 28 from
9:45AM — 10:40AM; complete session on Wednesday, March
10 at 6:30-8:30PM at the Parish Center (984 Madison Ave).

FAIR TRADE COFFEE, TEA & CHOCOLATE SALE
~ next weekend after Masses in the Parish Hall. Set-up:
Eleanor Guerin; 5pm: Fran Sims, Rosemarie Tobin, Carol &
Joe Shea; 8:30am: Nancy Calkins, Frank Coco, Charlie
Hughes; 11am: Katherine Bollin, Ruth Smith, Anne Narciso.

SENIORS LUNCHEON ~ Reservations for the luncheon
at the Italian American Community Center on March 9 must
be made by February 28. For information and reservations
call Peg and Fred at 438-7071.

FOURTH TUESDAYS BOOK CLUB ~ Join us in
Meeting Room 1 (basement of the church building) at
7:00PM. Mar. 23 - Mariette in Ecstasy by Ron Hansen. Call
Nancy Gendron (451-9714) for information.

PERSONAL CARE CLOSET DRIVE ~ Collection date
March 20-21 - benefits clients served by Catholic Charities
AIDS Services. Items for donation: laundry detergent; paper
products; personal hygiene products; new towels & linens;
dish soap; oral care products; household cleaning items;
feminine hygiene products; diapers.

From the Desk of

Deacon Ed Solomon

Transfiguration: Our Work for Lent -
Our Work for a Life-time

As I sit at my desk, the view out my window is a typical late
winter scene in our area. A little bit of snow covers the
concrete-like ground; the deciduous trees are barren and a
brisk wind seems to make the air even colder than the
thermometer reads. Yet, when I look closely there are already
signs of new life - the tips of some of the trees are beginning
to turn a reddish color - a sure sign that below the hard earth,
new life is waiting to burst forth.

The natural world is a portal to the divine; a window into
the very heart of God. The great reformer Martin Luther
reflected: “God writes the Gospel not in the Bible alone, but
also on trees, and in the flowers and clouds and stars.” In
today’s Gospel, three disciples climb a mountain with Jesus.
At the top they are treated not only to a spectacular view of
their world but to a glimpse of Jesus as the beloved son of
God. For a moment, Peter, James and John see below the
surface, beneath the exterior of Jesus into his very heart. The
vision is so delightful they want to preserve it forever!

If we take the time to pray, to listen and to watch, Lent can
bring us to the mountaintop to see into the heart of
ourselves, our world, and our God. We may be stuck into
thinking that the issues we face as human beings, the
problems we encounter cannot be transformed. The world
may fool us into believing that brokenness, injustice, war, and
suffering are just the way it is in this life. We may even give
up on other people as hopeless and incapable of change.

Nature and the Good News teach something quite
different. The brown turns green again; the barren trees
sprout new leaves and the frozen streams, in due time, teem
with life. In his book, God Has a Dream, retired Anglican
Archbishop of Cape Town South Africa, Desmond Tutu
writes: “The principle of transfiguration says nothing, no one
and no situation is ‘untransfigurable,” that the whole of
creation, nature, waits expectantly for its transfiguration,
when it will be released from its bondage and share in the
glorious liberty of the children of God.”

Let us continue to journey with Jesus following the cross
this Lent. As we climb the mountain, may we be filled with
hope and expectation at the signs of transfiguration in our
own lives and in our world. If we can, when we reach the
top, the cross will become the bridge to new life and
everything that we thought was “untransfigurable” will be
transformed.

Presiders for Weekday Communion Services:
March 4 5:15pm  Betsy Rowe-Manning  Grotto

Visitors at St. Peter’s Hospital:
Week of Feb 28: Paddi Amador / Maria Bove




2nd Sunday of Lent ~ February 28, 2010

Readings for the Week of February 28, 2010

Sunday: Gn 15:5-12, 17-18; Phil 3:17---4:1; Lk 9:28b-36
Monday: Dn 9:4b-10/1k 6:36-38
Tuesday: Is 1:10, 16-20/Mt 23:1-12

Wednesday: Jer 18:18-20/Mt 20:17-28

Thursday:  Jer 17:5-10/Lk 16:19-31
Friday: Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a/Mt 21:33-43, 45-46
Saturday: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/Lk 15:1-3, 11-32

Next Week: Ex 17:3-7; Rom 5:1-2, 5-8; Jn 4:5-42

Liturgical Ministers for March 6-7, 2010

Baker: Judy Kays
Writet: Marie Bernadett
Writer for March 14: same

Veronica Ministry: Rosa Veltman
Saturday, 5:00 pm
Presider/Homilist:
Adult Acolyte:
Altar Servers:

Eucharistic Ministers:

Fr. Leo O’Brien
Maureen O’Connell
Devin Hunt, Jacob Citone

Ray Garthner, Sr. Mary Lagoy, Marcia
Ringelmann, Anne Tyrrell,

1 More Needed

Liturgical Coordinator: Treven Santicola

Readers: Sr. Joan Byrne, Drew Levy
Sunday, 8:30 am

Presider: Fr. Richard Vosko
Deacon/Homilist: Ed Solomon

Altar Servers:
Eucharistic Ministers:

M. Bangert-Drowns, Isabella Ruud
Betty Brzezowski, Jeanne Monteau,
Steve Oill, Mary Ricard, Lisa Ruud,
Rosa Veltman

Liturgical Coordinator: ~ Chris Savastio

Ministers of Hospitality: Natalie Criscione, John Criscione

Readers: Dennis Guyon, Marggie Skinner
CLW: Deb Chard-Wierschem

Coffee Hour: Lynn Dollard, Bill Dollard
Sunday, 11:00 am

Presider/Homilist: Fr. Richard Vosko

Adult Acolyte: Betsy Rowe-Manning

Altar Servers:
Eucharistic Ministers:

Isabelle Lombardi, William Traynor
Gregory Bellcourt, JoAnn Bennett,
Katherine Bollin, Chris Burns, Kathy
Burns, Ed Hotaling, Eileen Shirey,
Don Smith, Sue Van Alstine, Angela
Warner

Liturgical Coordinator:  Susan Lundberg

Ministers of Hospitality: Sr. Betty Shearman, Katherine Bollin

Readers: Barb Goldstein, Jenna Thomas
CLW: Katrina Consiglio

Coffee hour: TBD

Sunday, 6:30pm

Presider: Fr. Chris DeGiovine

Katie Pacuk, Kait Sullivan, Rich
Pulice, Georgia Sullivan, L. Thomson
J. Gorman, R. Beach, M. Spoor

Eucharistic Ministers:

Readers:

ALBANY CITY LENTEN RETREAT
MARCH 2010

Celebrating the Presence of Christ

T Celebrating the Word ~ Monday, March 8 at
7:00PM at Blessed Sacrament Church. Presented by
Dorothy A. Sokol, PLD, St. James Church

T Celebrating Eucharist ~ Monday, March 15 at 7:00PM at
St. Vincent de Paul Church. Presented by Fr. Pat Butler,
Pastor, St. Edward the Confessor Church

T Celebrating Word and Eucharist: To pray or play?
Monday, March 22 at 7:00PM at St. James Church.
Presented by Fr. Richard Vosko, Sacred Space Planner,
Sunday Presider, St. Vincent de Paul Church

Each evening will include prayer and conversation.
Refreshments will be served.
Al are welcome and enconraged to attend.

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS:

e Charity in Truth (Caritas in Veritate) - A  social
justice encyclical by Pope Benedict XVI - March 11, 2010
from 7:00-8:30PM at the Hubbard Interfaith Sanctuary, 959
Madison  Ave, Albany. Panelists will address what
development means in a globalized economy: Bishop Howard
Hubbard - Diocese of Albany; Sr. Patricia Schoelles -
President of St. Bernards’ Institute; Rev. Kevin Mullen -
President of Siena College; Barbara DiTommaso - Director of
the Commission on Peace & Justice. Hosted by R. Mark
Sullivan - President of The College of Saint Rose. Brief
presentations will be followed by questions and discussion by
those present. Light refreshments will be served. Sponsored
by the Commission of Peace and Justice. For further
information, contact Bill Halligan at 462-2299.

e 2010 Lenten Wednesday Speaker Series - Five week
series at University Parish of Christ, Sun of Justice, 2125
Burdett Ave, Troy. For information, check our bulletin board
or call 276-6518.

e 2nd Annual “Fill Their Bowls” Dinner - Hosted by
All Saints woman’s group, Angles to Each Other, on March 0,
2010 at 5:00PM at All Saints Social Center (formerly Holy
Cross). Come and join us in support of the St. Vincent de
Paul’s Food Pantry.

e College Retreat - Thursday evening, March 18 - Sunday
afternoon, March 21, at the Dominican Retreat Center,
Niskayuna. The Emmaus Retreat is a peer-run retreat for any
college-age student. Cost: $40. For information, call Chris
O'Neill at 456-8145 or Mary Anne Young at 274-2084.

We would like to thank

Sutter’s Mill & Mining Co.
489-4910

for advertising in our bulletin.




2nd Sunday of Lent ~ February 28, 2010

THE RCIA JOURNEY

I+t SCRUTINY on the 3 Sunday of Lent

The rites of the 31, 4 and 5% Sundays of Lent
don’t have the most comforting of names. The
words “Scrutiny and Exorcism” have very omi-
nous connotations. In spite of the names, the
heart of the scrutinies is not about the sinfulness
of the elect but about the overwhelming grace
of God in Christ. The exorcisms are not fear-
laden bouts with Satan but are grace filled en-
counters with the healing power of the Spirit.

Each of the scrutinies is celebrated around the
scripture of the Sunday. It is the proclamation
of Scripture, especially the Gospel, that serves
to scrutinize the elect, for it is in the word pro-
claimed that we encounter Christ. In other
wortds, Jesus is the one who scrutinizes the elect,
whom he loves and has called to himself.

Next Sunday, then, this community, freed from
evil at baptism, will listen to the story of the
Woman at the Well and pray the scrutiny and
the exorcism for the elect.

The elect are the Samaritan Women of today.
They are thirsting for the Living Water. They
are longing for God. They are asking the same
kinds of questions asked by the woman at the
well.

We will pray God strengthens all that God loves
in them and that they will be healed from all
that hinders their love for God.

Read John 4:1-42 this week to prepare for this
scrutiny to be celebrated at 11AM next Sunday.
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College of Saint Rose
Office of Spiritual Life
Want to keep CHRIST
Closer to your Heart this Lent?
These programs might help:

¢ Sunday Night “Post Game”~
Stay after mass for some food and conversation

about how God's Word touches your real life
and offers support in tough times & good times.
Meet in the community room at 7:35.
¢ ARTS Encounter With GOD!
No “artistic talent” needed to enjoy this series of dinners
& programs using various art forms to help us become
more aware of God's presence in our lives.
¢ Spring Break - no program March 2n4:
¢+ Labyrinth Walk -~ Our journey With
God - March 9 - 6-8pm: What does your “spiritual
autobiography” look like? Stop by and find out!
¢ March 16%: film - Harry Poule is Here
What does this film have to tell us about hope &
resurrection? 6-8:30pm
¢ March 234 film - "What | Want My
Words To Do To You?” How can poetry and writing
help us make peace with mistakes in our lives?
Come & See 6-8:30pm
¢ March 30t: Re-consider the meaning

and power of the cross during Holy Week by making
use of images and words. See it with new eyes. 6-8pm

Why Not Go On a Retreat this Lent?!
March 20-21 - 24 Hour Retreat
Why not take some time apart from reqular life
to listen to what God has to say to you?
One day can make 3 difference.

SAVE THE DATES: Social Justice Week!!
College of Saint Rose Campus
March 22n4 — March 26*
More Information Coming Soon

YOGA CLASSES For Students
Tuesdays at 8pm ~ Hubbard Interfaith Sanctuary
(ho class on Mar. 24 or Mar. 9th)

GUIDED MEDITATION
Make some time to take 3 break from the stress!
First and Third Tuesdays at 9:30pm.
Hubbard Interfaith Sanctuary; (added class on March 30¢)
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