First Church
Jesus goes with his disciples from the Cenacle,
the Upper Room, to the Garden of Gethsemane

Jesus went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives,
and the disciples followed him. When he arrived at the
place he said to them, “Pray that you may not undergo
the test.” After withdrawing about a stone’s throw from
them and kneeling, he prayed, saying, “Father, if you are
willing, take this cup away from me; still, not my will but
yours be done.” And to strengthen him an angel from
heaven appeared to him. He was in such agony and he
prayed so fervently that his sweat became like drops of
blood falling on the ground. When he rose from prayer
and returned to his disciples, he found them sleeping
from grief. He said to them, “Why are you sleeping?
Get up and pray that you may not undergo the test.”
Luke 22:39-46
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Second Church

Jesus is arrested in the Garden and taken to the house of
Annas, father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest

The high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and
about his doctrine. Jesus answered him, “I have spoken
publicly to the world. I have always taught in a synagogue
or in the temple area where all the Jews gather, and in
secret I have said nothing. Why ask me? Ask those who
heard me what I said to them. They know what I said.”
Jobn 18:19-22
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always taught in a synagogue or in the temple
area where all the Jews gather, and in secret I
have said nothing. Why ask me? Ask those who
heard me what I said to them. They know what I
said.” John 18:19-22

Third Church

Jesus is brought from Annas to the house of Caiaphas

Jesus was silent. Then the high priest said to him,
“I order you to tell us under oath before the living God
whether you are the Messiah, the Son of God.” Jesus said
to him in reply, “You have said so. But I tell you:
From now on you will see ‘the Son of Man
seated at the right hand of the Power’
and ‘coming on the clouds of heaven.”
Then the high priest tore his robes and said, “He has
blasphemed! What further need have we of witnesses?
You have now heard the blasphemy; what is your
opinion?” They said in reply, “He deserves to die!” Then
they spat in his face and struck him, while some slapped
him, saying, “Prophesy for us, Messiah: who is it that

struck you?” Matthew 26:63-68
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Then the high priest tore his robes and said, “He
has blasphemed! What further need have we of
witnesses? You have now heard the blasphemy;
what is your opinion?” They said in reply, “He
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Fourth Church
Jesus is brought before Pilate at the Praetorium

at the Fortress of Antonia

Pilate said, “Your own nation and the chief priests hand-
ed you over to me. What have you done?” Jesus an-
swered, “My kingdom does not belong to this world. If
my kingdom did belong to this world, my attendants
would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to
the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not here.”

Jobn 18:356-37
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Pilate said, “Your own nation and the chief
priests handed you over to me. What have you
done?” Jesus answered, “My kingdom does not
belong to this world. If my kingdom did belong
to this world, my attendants would be fighting to
keep me from being handed over to the Jews.
But as it is, my kingdom is not here.”

John 18:35b-37
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Fifth Church

Jesus is Taken from Pilate to the Palace of Herod Antipas

Herod was very glad to see Jesus; he had been wanting to
see him for a long time, for he had heard about him and
had been hoping to see him perform some sign. He
questioned him at length, but he gave him no
answer. The chief priests and scribes, meanwhile, stood
by accusing him harshly. Even Herod and his soldiers
treated him contemptuously and mocked him, and after
clothing him in resplendent garb, he sent him back to
Pilate. Luke 23:8-11
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Sixth Church

Jesus is Taken from Herod back to Pilate at the Praetorium

Pilate said to them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus
called Messiah?” They all said, “Crucify him!” But he
said, “Why? What evil has he done?” They only shouted
the louder, “Crucify him!” When Pilate saw that he was
not succeeding at all, but that a riot was breaking out
instead, he took water and washed his hands in the sight
of the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood.
Look to it yourselves.” And the whole people said in
reply, “His blood be upon us and upon our children.”
Then he released Barabbas to them, but after he had
Jesus scourged, he handed him over to be crucified.
Matthew 27:22-26
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Seventh Church
Jesus Carries the Cross from the Praetorium
to Calvary, Golgotha, the “Place of the Skull”

The soldiers of the governor took Jesus inside the praeto-
rium and gathered the whole cohort around him. They
stripped off his clothes and threw a scarlet military cloak
about him.
Weaving a crown out of thorns, they placed it on his
head, and a reed in his right hand. And kneeling before
him, they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the
Jews!” They spat upon him and took the reed and kept
striking him on the head. And when they had mocked
him, they stripped him of the cloak, dressed him in his
own clothes, and led him off to crucify him.

Matthew 27:27-31
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Holy Thursday Pilgrimage
in the Footsteps of Jesus

The tradition of visiting seven churches on Holy Thursday may
date to Rome at the time of St. Philip Neri in the 16th
Century. Regardless of how the tradition started, we take the
time to pray and reflect on what took place at the Last Supper,
including how he washed the feet of his disciples and gave them
his own body and blood in the Eucharist, and then what
happened at each of the seven places Jesus was brought
afterward, until the Crucifixion on Friday.

This pilgrim passport contains excerpts from the Sacred
Scriptures, space for recording your own spiritual reflections,
and space for your passport stamp from each parish you visit
during your pilgrimage, following the footsteps of Jesus.
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